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for this commitment. Most recently, he has
been the recipient of the Santa Clara County
Alliance of Black Educators 2001 LaVerne
Owens Community Service Award, the City of
San Jose 2000 Excellence in Education
Award, and the 1998 KNTV ‘Spirit of Excel-
lence Award’ for community service.

Working with students in the community is
more than a job for Jim—it is a way of life.
Under Jim’s guidance, United Defense adopt-
ed San Jose High Academy in 1983, and over
time created a summer high school internship
program. This unique program allows students
to learn about the corporate environment,
while gaining valuable work experience and
earning money.

Clearly, Jim Veny has shown a lifetime of
commitment towards making the community a
better place, and his experience with San
Jose High Academy has shown that individual
involvement can make a difference for the bet-
ter. We in San Jose are thankful for Jim’s
commitment to our community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF BARBARA
MCGRATH

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Barbara McGrath as she completes her
fellowship in my office this week and returns
to her permanent position at the U.S. Depart-
ment Defense’s National Imagery and Map-
ping Agency.

Barb joined my office last May and quickly
became an integral part of my staff. As a full
time Legislative Fellow, Barb handled several
key issues that are important to my constitu-
ents—tax relief for working families, the pres-
ervation of Social Security for our senior citi-
zens and the viability of our community’s small
businesses just to name a few.

She worked tirelessly to research the back-
ground for my bill H.R. 3015, The Working
Families Tax Rebate, which would provide an
immediate $300 payroll tax refund to families
that didn’t qualify for one under President
Bush’s plan. If passed, this law would have
benefited the 29 million workers who paid pay-
roll taxes but did not earn enough to receive
an income tax rebate last year.

Barb also coordinated the multiple news-
letters we have sent to my district’s senior citi-
zens, informing them about Congressional ef-
forts to guarantee the security of Social Secu-
rity adjust the Social Security Cost-of-Living
Adjustment and provide an affordable pre-
scription drug benefit under Medicare. And
she was instrumental in helping arrange a
small business fair for my community.

Her knowledge of defense issues was also
especially important in the days following the
tragic events of Sept. 11. In fact, Barb made
such a contribution to my staff that we nego-
tiated with NFMA to extend her fellowship,
which was scheduled to end in December,
through early May.

But Barb has been more than a dedicated
staff member. She has also become a key
contributor to the camaraderie in my office.
The unique perspective she brought to her fel-
lowship enabled everyone in my office to ap-
proach their jobs from a different angle. And

with her witty and insightful comments about
everything from personal Issues to profes-
sional ones, she was quickly dubbed the office
favorite. I know she will be dearly missed, and
I wish her well in her future endeavors.
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BARBARA JORDAN IMMIGRATION
REFORM AND ACCOUNTABILITY
ACT OF 2002

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 2002

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3231 and encourage my col-
leagues to vote for this important bipartisan
measure to reform our Nation’s immigration
system.

The Immigration and Naturalization Service,
created in 1933 to consolidate immigration,
border control, and naturalization functions in
various departments, has been plagued for
years by bureaucratic inefficiency, wasteful
practices, and an unclear mission. At first,
Congress responded to the problem by in-
creasing funding for the agency, quadrupling
its budget from $1.4 billion to $5.6 billion be-
tween fiscal years 1992 and 2002. Despite the
infusion of resources, the INS reported an in-
crease in its backlog of visa and immigration-
related applications.

Though a commission chaired by former
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan rec-
ommended in 1997 that the INS be disman-
tled, Congress still did not take the drastic ac-
tion necessary to fix the problems of an agen-
cy that had become for many Americans the
stereotype of Federal bureaucracy. However,
when the INS sent student visa confirmations
for two of the September 11 terrorists—six
months after their attacks on America—the
subsequent public outrage expedited much-
needed reform. I commend Chairman SENSEN-
BRENNER and Ranking Member CONYERS for
their cooperation in crafting a common-sense
bipartisan measure that will address many of
the INS’s existing problems. The separation of
the INS into the Bureau of Citizenship and Im-
migration Services and the Bureau of Immigra-
tion Enforcement will prevent the type of mis-
sion conflict that plagues the current agency.
I also approve of the creation of an Associate
Attorney General to oversee the functions of
these two bureaus and to emphasize the im-
portance of immigration matters within the
Justice Department.

However, I would be remiss if I did not ex-
press the concerns of some of my constitu-
ents, who fear that splitting a bureaucracy into
two only creates two bureaucracies. I have to
laugh as I am reminded of the perils of Her-
cules as he tried to slay Hydra, the nine-head-
ed snake, which grew two heads for every one
that was chopped off. Instead, we must strike
at the heart of our current problem, and I be-
lieve that H.R. 3231 will effectively accomplish
this goal. I will be carefully monitoring the im-
plementation of INS reform to see that the
new bureaus are efficient, responsive and fo-
cused in their mission.

RECOGNIZING EDDIE AND MARY
EMMA CHERRY FOR SIXTY-TWO
YEARS OF MARRIAGE

HON. JOHN S. TANNER
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a Tennessee couple who prove that
love is still very much alive.

Next month, Eddie and Mary Emma Cherry
will celebrate the 62nd anniversary of the day
they committed themselves to one another.

Eddie, originally from Dover in Stewart
County, and Mary Emma, originally from
Danville in Houston County, met through a
mutual friend in 1938. The pair met up again
the following year when they both enrolled at
Austin Peay State College—now named Aus-
tin Peay State University—in Clarksville, Ten-
nessee.

After becoming reacquainted, the two de-
cided they wanted to spend their lives to-
gether, and they wedded June 1, 1940. Since
then, the Cherrys have added to their family
two sons, Charles and Don, a daughter, Ann,
seven grandchildren and four great-grand-
children.

Over the years, Eddie and Mary Emma
have undertaken numerous successful busi-
ness ventures in West Tennessee but eventu-
ally returned to Dover. Eddie spent many
years raising cattle and hogs and growing
corn and hay. Mary Emma worked for years
as a teacher and administrator at Dover Ele-
mentary School.

The two are retired now and spend their
days together.

Mrs. Cherry has said of their marriage,
‘‘Love is the basis of all of it. I never thought
of not loving him.’’ Mr. Cherry has added jok-
ingly that his secret is in learning to agree with
his wife. The couple says that now, as they
celebrate more than six decades of union,
their children should be planning a big party to
celebrate their 70th anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask that you and our
colleagues join me in applauding the marriage
of my friends Eddie and Mary Emma Cherry
and in wishing them many more years of hap-
piness with their family and many friends who
admire them greatly.
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TRIBUTE TO THE MCBAIN HIGH
SCHOOL VARSITY BOYS BASKET-
BALL TEAM 2002 MICHIGAN
CLASS C BASKETBALL CHAM-
PIONS

HON. DAVE CAMP
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to the McBain High School Varsity Bas-
ketball Team, who recently won the 2002
Michigan Class C state title. In their heart-
stopping championship game played at the
Breslin Center, located in Lansing, Michigan,
the McBain Ramblers defeated Kalamazoo
Christian 57–48.

Led by Head Coach Bruce Koopman and
assistant coaches Jerry Boven and Justin
Eubank, members of the 2002 Ramblers in-
clude: Kevin Boven (3), Andy Bronkema (5),
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